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taking that post himself, and holding it jointly with the Premier-
ship, as he had done in 1924. In view of this Thomas an-
nounced his willingness to accept the post of Secretary for the
Dominions. It should be understood that Thomas had agreed
to this on the understanding that MacDonald was taking the
Foreign Office. This was obviously an unsatisfactory arrange-
ment as the Premier holding the double office had not worked
well in 1924. MacDonald knew well that there was no one
better qualified for the Foreign Secretaryship than Henderson,
and pressure having been brought to bear on him, he was
induced to give him the post. Thomas, feeling that he had
been let down both by MacDonald and Henderson, finally
agreed to accept the post of Lord Privy Seal and Minister for
Employment. As Lord Privy Seal and Director General of
Employment schemes he was a kind of Great Panjandrum, a
Lord-High-Everything. His special business was Unemploy-
ment, but he had associated with him Lansbury, Johnston,
and Mosley. It would be difficult to find a more heterogeneous
committee. Each was a personality, each with marked in-
dividuality, with strong views, each with the force and character
to press his views with dogmatic assertiveness. Quot homines,
tot sententiae. It was utterly impossible to get this discordant
quartette to sing in harmony. They wouldn't even sing the
same song. A very clever Low cartoon in the Evening Standard
at the time depicted J. H. Thomas, the butler, e taking the
three Alsatians out for a run/1 and being dragged along behind
his lively charges. It hit off the absurd situation as only that
incomparable artist could.
There is an old Greek story that tells of Sisyphus, who for
bis wickedness during life, was given the task of rolling a huge
block of marble up a hill. That was the task that was put
upon the Lord Privy Seal and his committee. They had to
move the great stone of unemployment up the hill. Thomas
wanted to call in the aid of the capitalists, whose profit-making
system was responsible for putting the stone there, to come and
help him to remove it. Lansbury and Johnston believed it
was a public works job. They would construct a road to the
top and get the stone taken to the summit, while Mosley's
plan was to put a charge of high explosive below the stone
1 See page 49.
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